
 
United States Government and Politics 

United States Government and Politics is a year course required of seniors at Bishop Manogue Catholic High School.  United States Government 
and Politics is required to graduate from Bishop Manogue Catholic High School.  
 
This school year we will be studying United States Government and Politics. The first part of the semester will be spent exploring how our 
government was developed, the Constitution, and the different parts of the federal government. This includes examination of the Bill of Rights and 
other amendments to the Constitution, organization and duties of the three branches of government, and the system of checks and balances. 
Other topics will be American politics, the election process and learning how citizens get involved with our government. Students will also examine 
due process of law and the criminal justice system, including the Supreme Court.  
 

Priority Keys Aligned with Nevada Standards 
 
MA   MA represents a Major content area.  Any concept labeled MA is something of central 

importance to the entire class/curriculum; it is a foundation or cornerstone of the 
course.  Mastery of MA concepts is required for a student to succeed in a course. 

 
I  I represents Important content area.  A little smaller than MA, I concepts must be 

Mastered but are not necessarily cornerstones of a course or required in order to 
succeed throughout the course. 

 
MI  MI represents a Minor content area.  Minor content areas are those that must be 

touched on briefly, introduced, but not thoroughly covered or mastered in order for 
students to achieve success in a course or completion of state and national standards. 
 

L  Nevada Academic Standards that are assessable at the local level only. 
 

S  Nevada Academic Standards that are assessable at the state and local levels. 

 

Interdisciplinary Links Key 

HI History   LA Language Arts  FL Foreign Language  T Theology 

M Mathematics  FA Fine Arts  H Health/Physical Education TE  Technology  

GV Government  GE Geography  SC Science   WR Writing 



 
 

Common Core State Standard-ELA Link Key 

  Reading Standards for Literature  RL Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies RH 

Reading Standards for Informational Text RI Reading Standards for Literacy in Science/Technical  RST 

Writing Standards    W Writing Standards for Literacy in Social Studies/Sci/Tech WHST 

Speaking and Listening Standards  SL Language Standards      L 

 
Assessment Key 

Homework    Homework will be assigned, reviewed and assessed every week. 

Informal Assessment  PowerPoint presentations, newsletters, DBQs, Oral presentations, Debates, Panel 
Discussions, Trials, CIBs, Learning Project Assessments: Process/Product, Portfolio 

 
Writing Across the Curriculum An expository essay style question requiring creative analytical written response; 

included with each weekly assignment. 
 

Formative Assessment  Formative Assessment includes (but is not limited to):  content/skill Quiz, tests, white 
board response questions, in-class practice worksheets, teacher/student essential group 
questioning, exit tickets and analysis of primary document assignments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Standards Keys 

 
Nevada/National Standards 
 
Social Studies Skills     History Standards 

  1 Content Literacy    5 H1 – People, Civilizations & Cultures 
  2 Information, Media & Technology Literacy 6 H2 – Nation Building & Development 

  3 Historical Interpretation    7 H3 – Social Responsibility & Change 

  4 Civic Participation    8 H4 – International Relationships & Power 

Geography Standards     Economic Standards 
  9 G5 – World in Spatial Terms   13 E9 – Market Economy 
  10 G6 – Places & Regions    14 E10 – US Economy as a Whole 

  11 G7 – Human Systems    15 E11 – The Dynamic Economy 

  12 G8 – Environment & Society   16 E12 – International Economy 

Civic Standards     
  17 C13 – Citizenship & the Law    
  18 C14 – The Federal System 

  19 C15 – The Political Process    

  20 C-16 – Global Relations   

 

      

Social Studies Skills: As students become increasingly sophisticated and informed thinkers, they are provided opportunities to develop and apply 

skills that enhance critical thinking processes by developing and applying 21
st
 Century Skills.  Content literacy is the acquisition and application of 

reading, writing and oral communication skills to construct knowledge. Information, media, and technology literacy is the acquisition, organization, 

use, and evaluation of information that prepares students to be active, informed, and literate citizens. To engage in historical analysis and 

interpretation students must draw upon their skills of historical comprehension by studying a rich variety of historical documents and artifacts that 

present alternative voices, accounts, and interpretations or perspectives on the past.  Civic Participation includes the skills necessary to prepare 

students to be active, informed, and literate citizens.   These skills are an integral part of the study of social studies and are taught as an integral 

part with the content standards.  These skills are an essential part of the study of social studies and should be integrated within the 

content 

 



 

Unit Objective 
State/National 

Standard 
Common Core ELA 

Standard 
Assessment 

1  
Foundations of 

American 
Government 

Summarize and evaluate the significant 
characteristics of the world’s major political 
systems: monarchy; totalitarian 
dictatorship; democratic systems, 
presidential and parliamentary; socialism; 
and communism 

1, 2, 5, 6,10,11 
RST 

WHST 

 Homework 

 Informal Assessment 

 Writing Across the Curriculum 

 Formative Assessment 

Describe the historic influences of ideas, 
i.e., Greek law, Magna Carta, Social 
Contract Theory, Natural Rights 
Philosophy, and Republicanism on the 
creation of early United States documents. 

  

Explain the rule of law in the establishment 
of the United States constitution. 

  

Analyze the major conflicts in social, 
political, and economic life and evaluate 
the role of compromise in the resolution of 
these issues. 

  

2 
Political 
Process, 

Beliefs, and 
Behaviors 

 

Analyze and evaluate the role of citizen 
participation in civic life. 

1, 2, 5, 6,10,11 
RST 

WHST 

 Homework 

 Informal Assessment 

 Writing Across the Curriculum 

 Formative Assessment 

Analyze the role of the media in the 
process of political persuasion 

  

Evaluate propaganda in the political 
process 

  

Analyze the role and function of political 
parties in public policy and the electoral 
process 

  

Assess the processes by which leaders 
are selected in the United States political 
system and analyze the role of the 
Electoral College system in the election of 
the President 

  



 

 
3 

Legislative 
Branch 

Examine the organization of the United 
States Constitution and describe the 
structure it creates, including the 
executive, legislative, and judicial 
branches. 

1, 2, 5, 
6,7,10,11 

RST 
WHST 

 Homework 

 Informal Assessment 

 Writing Across the Curriculum 

 Formative Assessment 

Explain the United States Constitutional 
provisions for division of powers between 
the national and state governments: 
delegated; implied; reserved; and 
concurrent 

  

Analyze and give examples of the 
expansion of the national government 
through the application of enumerated 
powers and implied powers 

  

Describe the creation of laws through the 
legislative process 

  

Analyze the effectiveness of checks and 
balances in maintaining the equal division 
of power 

  

4 
Executive 

Branch 
 

Assess the processes by which leaders 
are selected in the United States political 
system and analyze the role of the 
Electoral College system in the election of 
the President. 

1, 2, 5, 
6,7,10,11,13 

RST 
WHST 

 Homework 

 Informal Assessment 

 Writing Across the Curriculum 

 Formative Assessment 

Examine the organization of the United 
States Constitution and describe the 
structure it creates. 

  

Explain the United States Constitutional 
provisions for division of powers between 
the national and state governments: 
delegated; implied; reserved; and 
concurrent 

  



 
Describe the duties of the executive 
branch, including: Cabinet and 
Departments; Regulatory Commissions, 
and Executive Office of the President and 
the White House Staff. 

  

5 
Judicial Branch 

Examine the organization of the United 
States Constitution and describe the 
structure it creates, including the 
executive, legislative, and judicial branch 

1, 2, 5, 
6,10,11,13,14,1

7 

RST 
WHST 

 Homework 

 Informal Assessment 

 Writing Across the Curriculum 

 Formative Assessment 

Analyze the United States and its 
amendments in protecting individual rights, 
including the Fourteenth Amendment’s 
provisions for due process and equal 
protection of individuals rights through the 
examination of landmark cases, i.e.: 
Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka; 
Gideon v. Wainwirght; Miranda v. Arizona; 
Tinker v. Des Moines Independent 
Community School District 

  

Examine the rights of citizens and how 
these rights are protected and restricted 

  

Provide contemporary examples of 
federalism. Compare and contrast the 
structure of the Nevada and United States 
Constitutions. 

  

6 
Comparative 
Political and 
Economic 
Systems 

 

Summarize and evaluate the significant 
characteristics of the world’s major political 
systems: monarchy; totalitarian 
Dictatorship; democratic systems; 
presidential and parliamentary; socialism; 
and communism 

1, 2, 4,5, 
6,10,11 

RST 
WHST 

 Homework 

 Informal Assessment 

 Writing Across the Curriculum 

 Formative Assessment 
Describe the rise of national economies, 
the emergence of free markets and 
democratic capitalism 

  



 
Illustrate the idea that real world 
economies tend to be mixed economies 
containing elements of: Capitalism; 
Socialism; Command Allocations of 
Resources; Market Allocations of 
Resources 

  

7 

State and Local 

Governments 

Describe the unique role of tribal and 

territorial governments in the United States 

1, 2, 5, 6,8, 

10,11,13,19,20 
RST 
WHST 

 Homework 

 Informal Assessment 

 Writing Across the Curriculum 

 Formative Assessment 

Provide contemporary examples of 

federalism. Compare and contrast the 

structure of the Nevada and United States 

Constitutions. 

  

Explain the state and local judicial 

processes such as juvenile, civil, and 

criminal court systems. 

  

Examine the organization of the Nevada 

Constitution and describe the structure it 

creates, including the executive, 

legislative, and judicial branches. 

  

 


