
 
 

Theology 12A Social Justice 

Priority Keys 
 
MA   MA represents a Major content area.  Any concept labeled MA is something of central 

importance to the entire class/curriculum; it is a foundation or cornerstone of the 
course.  Mastery of MA concepts is required for a student to succeed in a course. 

 
I  I represents Important content area.  A little smaller than MA, I concepts must be 

Mastered but are not necessarily cornerstones of a course or required in order to 
succeed throughout the course. 

 
MI  MI represents a Minor content area.  Minor content areas are those that must be 

touched on briefly, introduced, but not thoroughly covered or mastered in order for 
students to achieve success in a course or completion of state and national standards. 

 

Interdisciplinary Links 

HI History   LA Language Arts  FL Foreign Language 

M Mathematics  FA Fine Arts  H Health and Physical Education 

GV Government  GE Geography  SC Science 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Common Core State Standard-ELA Link Key 

  Reading Standards for Literature  RL Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies RH 

Reading Standards for Informational Text RI Reading Standards for Literacy in Science/Technical  RST 

Writing Standards    W Writing Standards for Literacy in Social Studies/Sci/Tech WHST 

Speaking and Listening Standards  SL Language Standards      L 

 

 

Assessment Key 

Homework    Homework will be assigned, reviewed and assessed on a weekly basis. 

Warm-up Journals  An assignment that allows students to apply their understanding of Theological concepts, use critical 
thinking, present and defend personal opinions. Assigned 1-3 times per week. 

 
Formative Assessment  Formative Assessment includes (but is not limited to):  in-class writing or creative activities focused on 

specific theological concepts, post-reading review questions, partner and class discussions, partner 
debates, teacher/student group questioning, exit tickets. 

 
Summative Assessment Summative Assessment includes (but is not limited to): chapter tests, quizzes, essays, creative projects, 

and media-based presentations. 

 

 

 

 



 

Week  Objective  
Priority/ 
Link 

Common Core 
ELA Standard 

Assessment 

  

Introduce the definition of Catholic social teaching; 
define and give examples of the nine principles of 
Catholic social teaching  

MA 
 

 Homework 

 Daily Journals 

 Project 

 Formative Assessment 

1 to 2 

Review the definition of dignity and discuss how being   
made in God's image and likeness relates to Catholic 
social teaching  

I RL  

Unit 1 & 2 
Explain information on the social teachings in the New 
Testament  I, GV RL  

  

Review cardinal and theological virtues  

MI 
 

 Homework 

 Daily Journals 

 Project 

 Formative Assessment 

  

Master the following terms distributive justice, 
 commutative justice, legal justice, and social justice  MA 

  

  Learn the difference between justice and charity  I W 
 

3 to 4  Review natural law   MI, GV 
 

 

Unit 3  

Examine the centrality of the family  

I  

 Homework 

 Daily Journals 

 Project 

 Formative Assessment 



 

  
Reflect on the personal dimension and social 
dimension of sin by creating a web of social sin. 

I  RL 

 
 

Research evidence of social action aimed at changing 
sinful social structures. 

I  W 
  

 
Examine what it means to work for justice by exploring 
the stages of the Circle of Social Action: awareness, 
analysis, and action 

I   
 

 

Explore elements that promote a culture of life over a 
culture of death through a reflective exercise. 

  

 Homework 

 Daily Journals 

 Project 

 Formative Assessment 

5 to 6  

Understand what the Catholic Church teaches  
regarding abortion, adult stem cell, and embryonic 
stem cell  MA,SC  RL 

 

Unit 4  
Interpret and explain Church teaching regarding 
beginning-of-life issues  MA 

  

  

Recognize individual uniqueness by analyzing subtle 
social structures that often deny individual uniqueness 
or limit a person’s opportunities and dignity.   

MI, SC   

 Homework 

 Daily Journals 

 Project 

 Formative Assessment 

7 to 8  

Master what the Catholic Church teaches regarding  
euthanasia 

MA,SC  RL 
 

Unit 4  

Learn about what the Catholic Church teaches  
regarding the death penalty  MA, GV, LA, 

WR   
 



 

  

Understand the term consistent ethic of life  

MA 
  

  

Explore how violence and injustice are related through 
the spiral of violence. MA, GV 

 
  

9 to 10  

Understand that true peace is the result of working at 
forgiveness, reconciliation, and justice through guided 
imagery meditations.    I  RL 

 

Unit 5  

Examine the role of the media in promoting violence 
and acts against human dignity. 

MA 
 

 Homework 

 Daily Journals 

 Project 

 Formative Assessment 

  

Develop and apply a peacemaking strategy 

I SL 

 

  
Interpret sinful social structures that support 
escalating violent conflict between nations I, GV  W 

 

  

Reflect upon how students can share the message of 
peace with others. 

I 
 

 Homework 

 Daily Journals 

 Project 

 Formative Assessment 

 

Give a brief overview about hunger, poverty, economic 
justice, the dignity of work, and the rights of workers.    

11 and 12 
Unit 6 

Perceive the situation of hunger in America by 
involving them in research and the creation of an 
interactive game on power point. I, LA, WR  SL 

 

  
Empathize  the impact of hunger and poverty in the 
world by using a hunger simulation. I, LA, WR 

  



 

  

Examine how the Bible illustrates poverty  

I W 
 13 to 14  

 
Unit 7 

What is the United States poverty line?  

MI 
 

  

  
Involve the students in a reflection exercise to 
determine their choice for purposeful work.   I W 

 Homework 

 Daily Journals 

 Project 

 Formative Assessment 

 Explore the nature and implications of sweatshops   RL  

 
Engage in group role-plays to explore ways in which 
economic systems can contribute to the common good  SL 

 

15 to 16  
Explain a brief overview of stewards of creation and 
environmental justice. MA,GV SL 

 

  
Investigate and reflect on what it means to live as a 
steward of creation. I SL 

 Homework 

 Daily Journals 

 Project 

 Formative Assessment 

Unit 7  
Examine the meaning and impact of rain forest 
destruction. 

MA 
 RL 

 

  
Explore strategies to address the issue of global 
climate change. I, SC RL 

 

 

Invite the students to write a litany for creation to 
demonstrate understanding of sacredness of all 
creation.  W 

 

  
 
 

Understand that the first beatitude calls us to place 
our complete trust in God through a trust walk. 

MA 
 

 



 
 17 to 18 

  
Unit 8 

Complete a reflection exercise to help the students 
understand that the second beatitude teaches us that 
God calls us to be compassionate. MA, LA, WR W  

  

Create prayer stations to help the students understand 
that forgiveness and mercy are integral to living the 
life of a disciple. 

 
SL  


