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We Look Forward To Serving Your Cleaning Needs!

Professional, Licensed & Bonded

775•842•0694
Lic #NV20151098983

Now Offering Carpet Care!

Please Visit and Like us on Facebook!

in this issuewinter/spring 2017

nine
students from abroad
Two foreign exchange students traveled across the world to 
study at Bishop Manogue, and they have become irreplaceable 
members of the BMChs family.

eighteen
a kindness explosion
partnering with Think Kindness, seven BMChs 
students ventured to ghana to spread the love and 
help those in need.

twenty four
answering a 
higher call
a BMChs alumnus shares  
his journey as he answers  
the call of god to pursue a 
 life in ministry.

twenty three
kairos 50
Bishop Manogue students come together to celebrate 
the milestone of the 50th Kairos retreat and to open 
their hearts to each other and their faith.
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and

beyond
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Bishop Manogue Catholic High School is a faith-based 
community working together for the education of all students. 
Catholic values and ideals are the basis for all instruction and 

interaction. The school community, together with parents, 
alumni,  and benefactors fosters an environment that supports  

academic achievement, spiritual growth, self-motivation, extra-
curricular involvement,  and Christian service.

PhIlOSOPhy
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PhIlOSOPhy

“Go into all the world…” Mark 16:15

we take the mandate from Jesus in scripture to 
“go” seriously, and as seen on the cover of this 

issue of the Miner Messenger we’re unveiling 
exactly what we do to continually fulfill 

this. Bishop Manogue has always been 
proud to serve our surrounding communities by feeding and clothing the 

homeless in our city, ensuring kids in our elementary schools have food 
over the weekend or partnering with national organizations to make wishes 
come true. we give back on a local, state and national level, and yes – we 
also take the good we do and send it around the globe. 

whether it’s students embarking on a mission trip to feed and comfort 
orphans in ghana, experiencing a summer abroad, or even welcoming 

students from overseas to our Bishop Manogue community, our goal is 
to spread god’s love around the globe and provide our students with life-

changing experiences. 

throughout this issue, anytime you see the logo above, it means we’re sharing 
a story of how Bishop Manogue is making an indelible mark on lives we touch that 

ripple around the world. we hope you enjoy this issue and these “Manogue Around 
the globe” stories, and if any particular story touches you, we’d love to hear about 
it! please email us at bmchsinfo@bishopmanogue.org to share how you were 
blessed or inspired. 

As we look back on all of the 
accomplishments you will read 
through in this issue of the Miner 

Messenger, i am reminded to reflect on 
all that we are thankful for and blessed 
with in our lives, both personally and as a 
school community. 

At Bishop Manogue Catholic High school 
it is our mission to educate our students 
through Faith, Leadership, Knowledge, 
and Compassion — with each of these 
fundamental areas being equally 
important to our learning philosophy. 
As the 2015-16 school year came to a 
close, we are happy to share some key 
accomplishments in the center spread 
of this issue with our Annual report 
recap. now as this 2016-2017 school year 
reaches its half way point, it has proven 
to be just as eventful in the fundamental 
areas of our mission.  

Looking ahead to 2017, our new year 
has been promising as you will read 
more about in this issue of the Miner 
Messenger, Bishop Manogue students are 

going around the globe to bless others 
in need. we sent seven students and two 
teachers to Africa to deliver the 3,000 
pairs of shoes we collected in the fall for 
orphans, so they too can attend school 
and receive an education. this is just one 
of the ways we are fulfilling our mission in 
tangible ways, every day. 

As we hope you will see throughout 
this issue, our students, their faith, and 
their academic success are the focus of 
everyone at Bishop Manogue. we are 
blessed to be a part of this community 
and we appreciate your partnership.

sincerely,

Brianne M. thoreson 
principal

PrinciPal’s letter
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MANOGUE:
Building a strong foundation for tomorrow’s leaders.

VISTAGE:
Building meaningful success for today’s leaders.

Private advisory boards for CEOs, executives and business owners.
If you want to improve your results dramatically,

learn about the most effective Advisory Boards in the world.

Take action. Get answers. Call us.

DAN BARNETT
Chair
Reno Boards #383, #999
775.843.0517
www.makeorbreakexecution.com
dan.barnett@vistagechair.com

CHUCK ALVEY
Chair

Reno Boards #3919, #4506, #1371
775.420.1017

www.chuckalvey.com
chuck.alvey@vistagechair.com

Hello Friends,

As this year comes to an end, i am 
reflecting on the word wHY. when 

we truly embrace wHY our motivation, 
including thoughts and actions, shifts. 
wHY gives us purpose. purpose gives us 
a call to action, and our actions impact 
the world we live in. wHY might be the 
most important word — or philosophy — 
we camp on.

Jesus knew His wHY. in John 3:16, we are 
told “For god so loved the world that He 
gave his one and only son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.” He understood wHY He was 
here, and because He knew His wHY, His 
life was intentional. Jesus lived a life of 
love, compassion, giving, sacrifice - and 
every action he took stemmed back to 
His wHY. He was sent to love the world, 
be an example of selflessness and 
virtue, and stand in the face of hate with 
dignity and perseverance because those 
were the actions that fulfilled His wHY. 
Jesus knew there were no shortcuts, 

exceptions or excuses to live his wHY. 
instead, His wHY was the power He 
drew upon in the best of days and in 
the darkest. Because Jesus lived His 
purpose straight through to the cross, 
we all have the opportunity to go home 
to Heaven and be with Him forever. the 
power of wHY saved us all.

what is your wHY? Are your friends 
and family being touched, inspired 
and encouraged by the power of your 
wHY? How might your life and the lives 
of others be impacted by your wHY? 
Could your wHY change lives around the 
world? i encourage all of us to reflect on 
our wHY. the world needs us to know 
and use that power to be the reflection 
of god Jesus was for us!

Blessings to all in 2017,

stacey ting-senini 
BMCHS Alumni Association President

BMcHs alUMni assOciatiOn PresiDent’s letter



WINTER/SPRING 2017  |  5

 
has been an interactive experience 

for Miner Academy students with the 2016-
17 school year starting off with a blast – 
literally. As our signature program focusing 
on mining, geology and engineering, Miner 
Academy students were in for a rare be-
hind-the-scenes look with a full-day touring 
Newmont Mines at their Twin Creek mine 
site in Golconda, NV. Students explored 
all aspects of mining from engineering, 
mechanical needs and journeyed through 
the process from start to finish. “Being in 
the field really opened our students’ eyes 
to the entire process, including the many 
varied career opportunities, and illustrated 
how relevant mining is to our everyday 
needs,” says, Patti Brouhard, Miner Acad-
emy Geology instructor. 

Students have also been able to dive in to 
field experiences at the Keck Museum at 
the UNR campus and the Nevada Histori-
cal Society Museum, the oldest museum 
in Nevada. In addition, Newmont Mining 
also provided an exploration day, where 
students could learn more about the 
mining industry with live displays, ques-
tions and answers from the professionals, 
demonstrations and more, right on our 
Bishop Manogue campus.  It wasn’t just 
Bishop Manogue students who got in on 
the action, either. Our Diocesan elemen-
tary schools joined and came to explore 
Nevada’s history through mining and 

geological sciences. Upcoming experiences 
for the school year include a trip to the 
geothermal plant, a watershed hike with 
Galena naturalists and speakers from the 
UNR seismology lab. Because the Miner 
Academy serves to prepare our students 
for careers in Science and Technology, our 
goal is to provide them with rich, hands-on 
experiences to further their exposure to the 
sciences, creating a skilled future workforce 
here in Northern Nevada. “Not only have 
our experiences allowed students to see 
the many career options available, includ-
ing working outdoors, GPS technology and 
geophysics,” says Brouhard, “but it has also 
opened up their eyes to the resources and 
opportunities here locally.”  

IT

TOP: A trip to the Keck Museum in UNR’s MacKay building 
provided a change for students to see an aged plaster, basin 
and range land formation map. 

BOTTOM: During the Twin Creek mines tour, students made a 
pit stop at the mechanic shop to see the type of vehicles and 
equipment used in the mining process. 

See more by scanning this QR 
code for the Newmont Mines 
field trip where students had 
the opportunity to experience a 
blast at a working mine site. 
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reunions,  
homecoming 2016
Bishop Manogue Catholic High school takes pride in our alumni 
and all of the amazing relationships cultivated in these halls. 
During Homecoming week 2016, several classes came together 
for their class reunions to catch up, share their favorite old stories 
and create new memories. 

we also invited all alumni come celebrate before our Homecoming 
Football game at the tamarack Junction to enjoy drinks, dinner 
and reminisce with each other about their years with us. it was 
amazing hearing from former students and instructors from many 
years ago about life at Bishop Manogue. thank you to all who 
attended, and we can’t wait for next year!

You don’t want to miss out on your class reunions, so contact us 
today to find out how to start! More information on page 7.

Miners On tHe MOve: alumni news & notes

The Class of 1996 joined together at Bartley Ranch Regional Park  
to celebrate their 20th high school reunion! 

Alumni came together on Sept. 16, 2016 for the All-Alumni Social  
at the Tamarack Junction to celebrate their time at BMCHS.
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purdue 
bound
alec west-
guillen (’15) 
has signed 
with purdue 
University to play 
baseball in 2017. 

After graduating BMCHs, he went on to 
attend the College of southern idaho 
in twin Falls. He will graduate this year 
with an Associate’s degree in Business 
after maintaining a 4.0 gpA and finishing 
a season of 71 strikeouts on 59 innings 
pitched. Once arriving at purdue, he plans 
to pursue his Bachelor of science degree in 
strategy and Organizational Management 
and continue his baseball career to a 
professional level.

thriving producer
rebecca doyle (’12) just ended her 
undergraduate career in June 2016 Magna 
Cum Laude with a double-major in Film & 
television production and Communication 
with an emphasis in British Media. During 
her years of study, she strengthened 
her faith at the Caruso Catholic Center, 
took a semester abroad in London and 
has completed many freelance film 
projects. Much of her work received great 
recognition, including being featured at the 
stApLes Center, Entertainment Tonight, the 

Catalina island Film Festival, and the UsC 
Media Center for social Change. A project 
she directed — starring BMCHs alumnus, 
Charlie Manoukian — premiered live in 
2016 at ewtn studios in Alabama. rebecca 
was chosen and interviewed live about her 
work as one of three national competition 
winners. she is now thriving as an assistant 
producer for Defy Media in Beverly Hills 
where she works in sketch comedy on the 
viral Youtube channel, SMOSH. we look 
forward to seeing more of her creations in 
the future!

sibling successes
william wulftange (’10) graduated 
Cum Laude in 2014 with a Bachelors of 
science in professional Chemistry from 
the University of nevada, reno. After all of 
his hard work combined with his mentors 
and team at the university, will’s work on 
2-dimensional polymers was published in 
nature Chemistry July 2014. 

His time came to an end in the Biggest 
Little City, and will was accepted 
at Friedrich-Alexander University in 
erlangen-nuremberg, germany. Upon the 
submission of his thesis, Macrocyclically-
strained [5] Cumulenes, he continued on 
and received his Masters of science. 

After he returned to the U.s., will has since 
been awarded a post-baccalaureate 
research training fellowship at the national 
institute of Health, national institute of 
Biomedical imaging & Bioengineering 
in Bethesda, Maryland. His current 
field of research is micro-fabrication of 
3-dimensional cancer cell cultures. After 
he completes his fellowship at the niH, will 
plans to pursue his MD and phD. 

margaret wulftange (’12) graduated Cum 
Laude from the University of nevada, reno 
with a Bachelors degree in education. 
she has since been accepted in to Unrʼs 
Masters of education program for special 
education/early Childhood special 
education. she is currently employed with 
the washoe County school District. 

Miners On tHe MOve: alumni news & notes
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alumni association events
Everyone Welcome!

april

28
2 0 1 7

Brickie’s social, 5:00-7:00PM, 706 W 2nd st, reno, nv 89503

It’s tIme for next year 
classes to get your 
reunIons rollIng!

call Debbi lehr 775.336.6060  
for your class list today:

 class Year reunion
 1957 ................60th
 1967 ................50th
 1977 ................40th
 1987 ................30th
 1997 ................20th
 2007 ................ 10th

Visit www.bishopmanogue.org/alumni/ for more upcoming alumni events, 
and follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/bishopmanoguealumni

There’s still time to get your reunions going! Call Debbi Lehr at 775.336.6060 
for your class list today.
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ABOVE: Paige taking notes on dinosaur footprints  
on the Isle of Skye. Photographer: Rachel Bartlett

RIGHT: Photo courtesy of the  
University of Nevada, Reno

R ecently featured in Unr’s DISCOVER publication, Miner-alumna paige 
depolo (’11) was awarded not one, but two, distinguished awards from 
the University of nevada’s College of science. with a dream of pursuing 
graduate studies in paleontology, paige hoped to receive a scholarship 

or award to make pursing her passion a reality. After learning about an exciting, new 
Masters program at the University of edinburgh in scotland, her heart was set on 
attending. Her pocketbook just needed to fall in line.

After applying for several highly-competitive scholarships to secure the necessary 
funding, paige spent several stressful months receiving rejection email after 
rejection email. in tandem with the disappointing news about the failed scholarship 

applications, she received the positive news that she was accepted to the 
University of edinburgh even though the ‘how’ of funding her education was still 
up in the air.

the news in April of her westfall scholar achievement, which also comes with 
funds for her schooling, was a relief as much as a surprise and honor. then on 

the day of the westfall scholar awards ceremony, she discovered she had also 
received the Durham prize (also with associated funding). “i was deeply honored to 
receive both awards and was, frankly, surprised with the Durham prize. each of these 
honors came with a cash prize which was immediately earmarked for my study at the 
University of edinburgh,” remarks paige. “At the awards banquet, i was finally able to 

allow myself to realize that studying in edinburgh was possible.”

paige is now studying at University of edinburgh as a candidate for a 
Masters by research in paleontology and geobiology. she has joined a 

vibrant paleontology research team and spends her time analyzing and 
3D-modeling dinosaur track-ways on the isle of skye. 

As for the foundation for her success? paige reflects on her time at 
BMCHs. “i learned a lot at Bishop Manogue, both in terms of facts and 

figures and about how to create a wholesome balance between faith, 
work, and the fun sides of life,” says paige. “My experiences in taking 
science courses, writing for and editing the Miner Detail, and building 

strong mentor relationships with my former high school teachers 
continue to impact my life. Once a Miner, always a Miner - which is really 

appropriate since i spend so much of my time playing in the dirt.” 

Miners On tHe MOve: alumni news & notes

Digging Up 
Success
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I t’s 6 a.m. on Monday, and the chimes 
of the daily alarm clock have called 
out as a reminder that the week has 

once again begun. it’s time to roll out of 
bed, eyes still heavy with memory of the 
warmth and comfort of the blankets. the 
heat of the shower is a nice, slow welcome 
into the reality of morning as the ritual of 
the morning begins. After a quick breakfast, 
it’s a scramble to compile all of the work 
completed over the weekend, and by the 
time it’s all pulled together, the backpack 
weighs just about as much as the weight of 
the days ahead. the moment has come for 
the week to begin.

that’s just another normal morning for 
any typical high school student. However, 
that morning ritual isn’t much different 
for Bishop Manogue’s not-so-typical 
students either. 

those students are rika welsch, a 15-year-
old from Hamburg, germany, and 16-year-
old Juan galera hailing from Chiclana de la 
Frontera, Cadiz, spain. And while they both 
came from halfway across the world to the 
Biggest Little City, they have easily found 
their places among the students who walk 
the BMCHs halls.

“it really didn’t take that long for this to 
feel like home,” Juan explains. “it’s pretty 
far from mine, and it’s different, but i love 
it here.” Juan was placed here through 
the company, Asse, to spend his entire 
11th grade school year at Bishop Manogue. 
After a fairly long application process and a 

couple of skype interviews, he was excited 
to finally come to see where he would be 
calling home for the next year. “Before this, 
i didn’t even know reno existed, but this 
was way better than i ever expected.”

rika, who was placed here through the 
company, international experience, 
was just as excited to come to her new 

home. “part of being an exchange 
student is being open-minded, so 
being open to where i was going was 
important,” she says. “As soon as i found 
out i was coming to reno, i looked it 
up. it was way prettier than i thought. i 
saw the mountains, the city lights, Lake 
tahoe — it wasn’t what i imagined.”

since arriving in late August, Juan and 
rika have definitely made the most out 
of their time here. Both have been deeply 
involved in athletics and clubs. Back in 
their home countries, athletics are not 
offered through their schools, so they took 
full advantage of the fun and competition. 
Juan joined the wresting team and was 
deciding between swimming and lacrosse 
for the upcoming spring season, while 
rika participated in cross country and is 
planning to swim in the spring. 

“since rika got here, she’s always been 
so outgoing,” says Bonnie Hansen, who 
has been hosting rika for the school year. 
“she’s just so willing to jump in and try 
things that are outside of her comfort 
zone.” On top of her athletic interests, 

ConTinueD on page 10

Students
Abroad

“it really DiDn’t take 
tHat lOnG fOr tHis tO 
feel like HOMe… it’s 

Pretty far frOM Mine, 
anD it’s Different, BUt  

i lOve it Here.”

from
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she’s also immersed herself in the ever-so-
popular pug Club that the school offers as 
well as the Film Club. 

Juan has also had his fair share of 
involvement. with dreams to become 
an actor one day, he auditioned for the 
school’s musical of Cinderella and was 
given the lead role as the prince. “i didn’t 
even know i was good enough for the 
lead,” Juan jokes. “i have always taken 
acting seriously, so i was excited that the 
school had ways for me to further that. 
But i’ve only ever sang in the shower and 
never thought i was the greatest dancer - 
apparently not!” 

though both students have tightly-packed 
schedules, they have still impressed their 
teachers and host families with their 
successes, both socially and academically. 
“Juan is an exceptional student,” Lisa 
Zaccheo, Juan’s host “mom” shares. “not 
only is he maintaining a 4.0 gpA, but he is 
also turning in work weekly to his school 
back in spain. And between sports and 
drama, Juan has completed his volunteer 
hours and has a busy social life. He is really 
embracing Bishop Manogue at full speed!” 

the experience of having wonderful host 
families has not only been beneficial for 

Juan and 
rika, but 
for the families 
themselves. “Having 
Juan in our home has 
definitely allowed our children to 
learn about Juan’s spanish culture,” Lisa 
says. “i also believe that having Juan in 
our home has taught my children to be 
more patient and more mindful of their 
interactions with each other – they have 
been much kinder to one another.” 

the decision to host a foreign exchange 
student wasn’t a difficult one for either 
of the students’ host families. “it’s been 
something we have always wanted to 
do,” Lisa shares. “Our daughter, Kennedy, 
spent a semester studying in spain and 
had the most incredible experience. she 
developed a close relationship with her 
host family. this prompted us to return the 

gift that was given.” 

Bonnie, rika’s host 
“mom,” has hosted 

a plethora of exchange students in her 
life. including short trips over summers 
as well as year-long stays, she and her 
husband have opened their home to over 
100 students over the last 18 years. “we 
originally wanted our daughter to have 
international experiences while she grew 
up,” Bonnie explains. “throughout the 
years, we’ve all learned so much. we just 
see so many similarities than differences in 
our cultures and lives.” 

And that’s exactly what has happened 
throughout Bishop Manogue. rika and 
Juan were both quickly embraced into the 
family that has formed at this school, and 
though they are already sad about leaving 
after the school year, they are excited 
about the relationships continuing to grow 
with the years ahead. 

“i’ve already gained so many new friends 
and experiences in the time that i’ve been 
here,” rika gushed. “that’s all i hope for 
when i travel anywhere, and this school 
really did that for me. i became a part of a 
family that i will be a part of for the rest of 
my life.”  

if you are interested in enriching 
your lives by opening your home 
to a foreign exchange student, 
please contact our admissions 
Department at (775) 336-6026.

ConTinueD From page 9

Juan Galera begins a  
wrestling match against a student from  

Galena on January 30, 2017.

Taylor Tolotti, Rika Welsch, Rosie Linkus  
and Sydney Althoff pose for a photo after  

a cross country meet this past fall. 
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Students named National Merit 
Scholarship Finalists & U.S. 
presidential Scholar Candidate

september 2016 was filled with excitement 
as news of the national Merit scholarship 
semifinalist was announced. About 1.6 
million juniors entered the 2017 national 
Merit scholarship program by taking the 
preliminary sAt/national Merit scholar-
ship Qualifying test (psAt/nMsQt®), 
serving as the initial screening of program 
entrants. Approximately 16,000 semifi-
nalists in the national Merit scholarship 
program were selected, representing less 
than one percent of high school students, 
semifinalists are the highest-scoring 
entrants. Bishop Manogue is proud to an-
nounce not only one of our students were 
named semifinalists, but five students 
were named.  

semifinalists must fulfill several require-
ments to advance 
to the Finalist level 
of the competition. 
Just released in 
February 2017, it 
has been an-
nounced that 
all five Bishop 
Manogue students 
have advanced in 

the competition and are now also Finalists 
– with BMCHs now holding the privilege of 
the most Finalists than any other faith-
based, private-school in the state. 

these high school seniors will continue in 
the competition for some 7,500 national 
Merit scholarships worth an estimated $33 
million that will be offered this spring. 

in addition, one of our Finalists, grace 
ring, has also recently been named a 
candidate for the U.s. presidential schol-
ars program, making her one of only 68 
students selected from nevada! 

to commemorate these achievements, a 
special Academic Honor wall was erected 
to showcase achievements of our student 
body now and for years to come. Congrats 
to our 2017 Finalists for being the first stu-
dents to grace the Academic Honor wall! 
Semifinalists pictured left.

Write On, Miners!

At Bishop Manogue we are continuously 
striving to provide real-world 
opportunities to our students to give them 
not only an edge, but rich experiences. in 
partnership with our top-notch student 
newspaper, the Miner Detail, we have 
teamed up to create a new journalism 
opportunity for our students with a 
student Contributor role in each issue of 
the Miner Messenger magazine. “it’s great 
to see our students have an opportunity 
to have their talent seen on a larger 

scale,” said paul richter, the journalism 
teacher. “we have some great writers, 
and to have thousands of alumni, friends 
and family read their work is rewarding 
and motivating.” student Contributors 
will be selected in each issue based on 
submissions to the Miner Detail, ideas 
for stories to be covered and overall 
writing ability. 
we are proud to 
announce our 
inaugural student 
Contributor 
for this issue is 
Dominic Laxague, 
who beautifully 
reported on the 
journey of our 
acclaimed French 
teacher, Madam 
righetti, and her trip this summer to 
build homes in Haiti with the non-profit 
organization BuildOn. For more on this 
incredible story by our first student 
Contributor, please see page 16. 

Students in The Spirit

Bishop Manogue Catholic High school 
students and faculty are always ready 
to serve the community and give back 
– and Christmas is no exception. One of 
our beloved, long-standing traditions of 
spreading Christmas cheer is our annual 

BMcHs creates an envirOnMent WHere BriGHt MinDs 

flOUrisH. in stUDent striDes, We sHare stOries 

frOM OUr accOMPlisHeD stUDent BODy.

Madeline Leppla

Glenn Bydalek

Grace Ring

Jackson Cook

Dominic Laxague

student 
strides

continued on page 12

Erik Verhey
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Lemelson steM Academy (formerly 
sierra Vista elementary) Christmas party 
for the 1st & 2nd graders, hosted here 
at Bishop Manogue. the efforts of our 
Leadership students resulted in raising 
over $2,500 for the event to provide 
presents, food, snacks, crafts and the 
bus trip over to BMCHs. the day of the 
event was a huge success with smiles, 
laughter, food and a special appearance 
from santa himself (a.k.a. student, 
Conner Larkin). 

in addition, our ladies of sodality were 
in the spirit of giving as they worked 
to collect 5,383 cans of food for sister 
Carmen Baca’s Food pantry at Our 
Lady of the snows Catholic Church and 
families in need with children at Holy 
Child early Learning Center, as well as 
providing a fun-filled Christmas party for 
the young ones complete with presents, 
cookies, face-painting, Christmas stories 
and a visit from santa. Meanwhile, 
our squires gentleman were busy 
orchestrating a toy drive which raised 
821 gifts for sr. Carmen also benefiting 
the Holy Child early Learning Center. 
great work, Miners!

Diocese Of reno Schools 
Score Big, With Four Student-
athletes Signing To Compete 
in College

it was an exciting day in november, 
as four student-athletes from Bishop 
Manogue Catholic High school signed 
letters of intent to compete in college. 
not only do these Bishop Manogue 
stand-outs each hold a 4.0 weighted 
gpA, but have all come from the Diocese 
of reno school system.

Malia Holt, who signed on to play 
basketball for Cal poly, san Luis Obispo, 
comes from Little Flower school, along 
with Megan Lawson, who has signed 
to play softball for notre Dame, De 
namur, and Donna Depolo, who will 
be swimming at University of nevada 
here in reno. Katie turner, last season’s 

“gatorade player of the Year,” has signed 
on to play basketball for Davidson 
College, comes to Bishop Manogue from 
Our Lady of the snows Catholic school.

“it is not only a testament to the 
kind of education these ladies have 
received in our Diocesan school system, 
but it is also evidence of the tight-
knit community our schools foster,” 
said BMCHs principal Bri thoreson, 
who is also former principal of Little 
Flower school. “we are proud of their 
athletic accomplishments but even 
more honored by each of their stellar 
academic achievements.” 

continued from page 11
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BELOW: Leadership students host a party for local elemen-
tary school students.

TOP: Squires with Sr. Carmen after delivering over 800 toys 
to children in need.

stUDent striDes

BELOW (from left to right): Seniors Donna dePolo, Megan 
Lawson, Malia Holt and Katie Turner feel the excitement 
after they all signed their Letters of Intent. 

BOTTOM: Donna dePolo shares a moment with friends 
after signing to swim with the University of Nevada, Reno 
Swim Team. 
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jiM williaMs
Miner golf
classic

save the date! 
Friday, September 29, 2017 

at Wolf run Golf Club

September 12, 2016 gifted us with a beautiful, fall day for our annual Jim 
williams Miner golf Classic at Montrêux golf & Country Club. every year, 
Bishop Manogue alumni, friends and family come together for this special 

day to celebrate and support the mission of raising funds for tuition assistance so 
that bright, deserving students have the opportunity to attend Bishop Manogue 
Catholic High school. we are proud to announce that we raised over $5,000 than 
in 2015! we want to sincerely thank all of our sponsors, supporters, players and 
volunteers for making this tournament one of the best ones yet! without your 
dedication, our annual tournament and mission would not be possible. 

Congratulations to our winning foursome (from left to right): Paul Gardner, Bob Leighton, Cole Tripp and Michael 
Jory playing for BELFOR Property Restoration!

thank you to this year’s hole sponsors:

winter/spring 2017  |  13
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Postcard
From Haiti
Thoughts of the island nation of Haiti 

usually conjure images of poverty, 
unbearable heat, and malnourished 

children flooding his or her thoughts. 
While these are palpable realities, the 
Bishop Manogue students who attended 
last summer’s BuildOn service trip had 
the ability to view many other facets of 
the Haitian people and their country. 

french teacher leslie righetti, af-
fectionately known as Madam r., was 
among one of the members from Bishop 
Manogue. she shares, “the poverty 
there is the worst that i have ever seen. 
there is little electricity, modern cooking 
amenities, or running water.” 

she follows her statements with, 
“However, the Haitians are some of the 
happiest and most generous people that 
i have encountered in life.” Madam cites 
several instances in which the kindness 
of the natives was the most apparent. 

at the onset of her trip, the host she was 
to stay with for the week, a sixty-five-
year-old woman, gave up her bed so that 
Madam could sleep well. she remarks, 
“she had nothing, but was willing to give 
up one of her only comforts for my well-
being.” On another occasion, an elderly 
man made the travelers an elaborate 
coconut pastry to welcome them. the 
labor took hours, beginning with him 
climbing a coconut tree to cut down the 
fruit, making dough from raw ingredi-
ents, and then baking the confection in a 
stone oven. 

the immense happiness and community 
of the people was even more surprising 
to the visitors. Junior addi Windgate 
says, “it was incredible to see how the 
people played music on buckets and 
sang while we worked.” indeed, the 
locals made use of a variety of house-
hold items to create veritable orchestras, 
ranging from pieces of plastic to old pots. 

Both women go on to describe their very 
different experiences while attending the 
trip. for Madam, the voyage was an op-
portunity to speak the french language 
and to experience the culture of a franco-
phone country, adding, “it’s fulfilling to 
speak the native language, and i was the 
only person who could orally commu-
nicate with the people.” addi, however, 
was unsure of what she would take away 
from the service trip. she mentions, 
“i was completely clueless as to how 
impactful it would be in my life.”

nevertheless, they both found the same 
values in their service abroad. as Madam 
succinctly words it: “We take so much for 
granted, and need to realize as a culture 
that happiness results not from success, 
but from the joy of life itself.” 

to learn more about their work and 
projects with BuildOn, please visit www.
buildon.org.   

By
Dominic laxague
Student Contributor
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A Bold PlAy: 
Miners WelcoMe  
ernie HoWren as neW 
Head Football coacH
As photos were snapping and cameras 
rolling, the room just outside Christ the 
Teacher Chapel at Bishop Manogue was 
abuzz with excitement as the press confer-
ence commenced on January 10, 2017, 
announcing the hire of Ernie Howren, the 
new head football coach of the Bishop 
Manogue Miners.  

Long-regarded by many in the community 
as the best head football coach in North-
ern Nevada, Howren lead the Reed Raid-
ers for the past sixteen years, transforming 
the program and bringing them to seven 
regional titles. “After 16 years at Reed High 
School, I am thankful for the relationships 

and friendships I have built and will cer-
tainly miss them.  However, I am thrilled 
to join the Miner family and am excited for 
what is to come,” said Howren. 

The BMCHS leadership team was equally 
excited to welcome him to the school 
community. “We are ecstatic Ernie will 
be joining the Bishop Manogue team. His 
vast experience leading football teams to 
victory and his relationships in the com-
munity will serve him well as our new head 
coach,” remarks Bri Thoreson, Bishop 
Manogue Principal. “He is Catholic, a 
strongly principled educator, and a proven 
leader on the field. ” 
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Explosion
  a Kindness 

Photos courtesy of  Brian Williams



And to think that this all started with a 
single act of kindness.  

The Reno-based organization, Think 
Kindness, has been extending a loving 
hand all across the globe since 2008 
thanks to its founder, Brian Williams (’01). 
After spreading the kindness through-
out the Northern Nevada region, it 
quickly swelled to campaigns throughout 
schools across the nation. 

After millions of acts of kindness (yes, 
MILLIONS…they counted), Brian was 
ready to take the steps to create a sus-
tained impact across the globe. Though 
he’s previously worked with schools to 
collect shoes to personally send to chil-
dren in Africa, this dream was different. 
“It’s amazing to help a bunch of people 
in a small way, but now I really wanted 
to help a small group of people in a large 
way,” Brian said. 

In late 2016, Think Kindness kick-started 
another shoe drive with Bishop Manogue 
Catholic High School. However, this time 
it was to ignite a much larger project – a 
Kindness Explosion. 

During the rally to start the Kindness 
Explosion, it was announced that Think 
Kindness had partnered with Bishop 
Manogue, the organization of VIMA and 
BMCHS Leadership to adopt an orphan-
age in Ghana. “I went to the school, and I 
knew the student body and the culture,” 

explains Brian. “The original shoe drive that 
started it all took place here. It all was just a 
perfect alignment with the orphanage.” 

The Explosion also included inviting sev-
eral students to join on the expedition to 
Africa in December to personally deliver 
the shoes and other necessities. “This 
was a way to see what Bishop Manogue 
has done in action,” said Jimmy Gleich, 
who oversees Leadership at the school. 
“It was the beginning of a legacy.” 

The shoe drive exceeded all expectations, 
collecting over 3,000 pairs of shoes to take 
to Africa on their trip for later that year. 
Planned for late December, seven stu-
dents worked to raise the funds in order 
to get to Ghana and jump in headfirst to 
work with Think Kindness and VIMA. 

The project received generous donations 
from a few anonymous local companies 
and families, and after gathering up as 
much as they could possibly take, the 
team was ready to go. They departed 
the U.S. on December 27, and every-
one was eager to finally see 
how they could help.

“I wasn’t really sure what 
to expect,” said Annsley-
Rae Guillen, a junior who 
went on the trip. “But 
when we got there, 
it blew my expecta-
tions out of the water.” 

Though they came as visitors, they were 
welcomed as if they were family. 
 
 After meeting the elders of the village, 
they were immediately greeted with 
overwhelming love and warmth from 
the local people. The BMCHS group was 
even invited to attend a wedding, where 
they had the opportunity to even be in the 
wedding photos.   

The sound of gravel crackled underneath car tires and end-of-day conversation filled the 
atmosphere as a truck slowly made its way down an uneven dirt road surrounded by 
lush jungle. Heads of the passengers rocked in sync with one another with every dip and 

bump, but nobody really seemed to mind. Their thoughts were elsewhere, and smiles could 
be seen on every single person. It was another long day of slow travel and tough work in the 
villages of Ghana, and every moment of it was just as rewarding to each of them as it was to 
the people whom it was for. As the jungle began to clear, the truck quickly gathered a follow-
ing of young children, running and yelling between their smiles. Every passenger is waving, 
eager to step out to embrace the little ones who they’ve quickly grown to adore in the only 
seven days they’ve been there so far. Though each volunteer was in Ghana to help the lives of 
the locals, it was the locals who changed the lives of the volunteers.

continued on page 20
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“It was really amazing how welcoming 
they were,” Jimmy smiled. “They didn’t 
even know us, but they welcomed us to 
celebrate this day with them.”

Even with all of the constant excitement, 
they only had a short amount of time to do 
what they came to do. Work must be done 
– and that’s just what they did. The team 
gave away as many shoes as they could 
bring with them and helped each of them 
find the right fit for them. “So many of them 
had shoes that didn’t fit, or they just didn’t 
have them at all,” Annsley shared. “Once 
you got them in the right shoes, I don’t think 
I’ve ever seen children that were so excited.”

During their time there, they also gave 
away Christmas presents to the kids of 
the village, which was something they’ve 

never experienced. “It’s mostly Christian 
faith over there, so they understand the 
importance of Christmas, but they’ve 
never known Christmas like we know it,” 
Jimmy said. Each of the children received 
a wrapped gift with their names across it – 
but they were so grateful for the wrapped 
box itself that they didn’t know to unwrap 
it for the actual present. “It was seriously 
amazing just seeing how excited they were 
with just this box, not knowing there was 
something inside of it,” Jimmy gushed. “It 

really shows how they have so little but are 
still honestly the happiest with that.” 

Through their time in Ghana, they worked 
extensively with their main village, but 
often traveled to surrounding villages to 
do whatever they could. They brought 
food that is considered expensive in 
their country, worked with the children, 
brought medical supplies, and so much 
more. Because larger cities are often 
much farther away, these necessities 
often go without replacement. 

After working hard each day, the group 
would return back to the village and be 
welcomed with just as much excitement 
and love as the first day they arrived. Every 
night was filled with dinner, drums and 
dancing – by the locals and volunteers 
alike! “They were always filled with so 

much joy and excitement for what we usu-
ally consider small, everyday things,” said 
Sophia MacLean, another Leadership stu-
dent who joined on the trip. “Even though 
they had so little, they were so giving in any 
way they could possibly be.” 

But after spending 10 amazing, action-
packed days in Ghana, it was time to 
leave. “We all had our little posses of kids 
who loved us,” Jimmy said. “I know they 
weren’t really ready to see us go, and 

neither were we.” After being gifted amaz-
ing traditional clothing and jewelry, the 
time came to an end. With hearts heavy 
with both love and sadness, they traveled 
to the airport with tears welling in their 
eyes, and began the journey home. Hardly 
anybody spoke a word. 

Being thrown back into reality wasn’t easy 
for them either. “Coming back was pretty 
crazy,” Sophia said. “You come back to re-
ality, and you see so many people around 
you complaining about these things, and 
you just can’t even care anymore because 
those people were just so happy, and they 
had so much less. It seriously changed how 
I look at my own life.” 

“All of the blessings and responsibilities 
we have can make the world a better 
place if we can all just incorporate giving 
and kindness into whatever we do, both 
in the long term and short term,” Brian 
said. “I just hope that everyone who par-
takes can look at their life and the world 
with a new set of glasses.”

However, that isn’t the end of the Kindness 
Explosion. Several more trips to Ghana 
are planned for the next year to continue 
building and sustaining that impact of love 
and kindness. “We didn’t want it to be just 
a one-and-done kind of thing,” Jimmy 
said. “We are always going to be looking 
for future needs for the next trip. We don’t 
plan on this ending anytime soon.” 

The long-lasting partnership with Think 
Kindness and the Bishop Manogue 
community are here to stay, and Brian 
is ready to see where the Explosion will 
spread to next. Just like Brian said, “To-
gether it’s the little bits of kindness that 
make the largest impact.”  

For more information on how you can help 
us make an impact around the globe, please 
visit www.bishopmanogue.org/development/
manogue-around-globe

continued from page 19

See more by scanning this QR 
code to view the news segment 
from local KTVN Channel 2 
News featuring two of the 
students who went to Ghana.
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Tradition is abundant for students 
at Bishop Manogue, which made 
attending Kairos 50 that much more 

special. After its start in 2001, the Kairos 
retreat has become a highly-anticipated 
retreat held in South Lake Tahoe that is 
reserved for junior and senior students at 
BMCHS.

At these retreats, students are separated 
into small groups to discuss various topics, 
and often several brave students confiden-
tially share emotional stories from their 
lives. “You walk the halls every day with 
these kids, and you’d never know that 
each and every one of them has their own 
struggles and stories,” said Emi Higgins, a 
senior who attended Kairos 50. 

As the students share their experiences 
and grow closer together, they also con-
tinue to grow closer to their faith and learn 
how to look toward it in any situation. 
“Retreats really get you to look at all of 
your own stories and everyone else’s that 
are shared and connect it to your faith,” 

Emi explains. “You can’t help but grow into 
it with all of the fellowship around you.” 

The retreats held  at BMCHS are Quest, for 
freshmen and sophomores, and Kairos, for 
juniors and seniors. And although several 
of each retreat 
are held every 
school year, the 
only thing that 
can be expected 
is that it will 
always shed new light. 

“Every retreat is different,” said 
Emma White, also a senior at BMCHS 
who had the opportunity to be a leader 
at Kairos 50. “You can expect kind of the 
same idea, but it’s the different people who 
go that teach me something new about 
them and myself. It’s just so emotionally 
cleansing.” As one of the leaders for this 
retreat, Emma got her hands in to plan 
and take charge of the retreats. “It was kind 
of surprising how much I took away [as a 
leader]. I learned so much, and it really will 

be one of the best memories of my time at 
Bishop Manogue.”

It’s not just the students that benefit from 
these weekends. Joe Koreski, the Cam-
pus Minister at school, oversees much of 
the retreats, and although planning the 

50th wasn’t much different than the 
rest, it still had its impact. 

“It’s quite the tradition here 
obviously, and this monu-
mental number of 50 is 
a huge reminder that I’m 
in charge of something 
that’s so much bigger 
than myself,” he said.  

The tradition of retreats at Bishop Manogue 
Catholic High School will continue to live 
on for the years to come, aiding students 
in deepening their understanding of their 
faith and their trust in themselves. 

Please check out www.bishopmanogue.org/cam-
pusministry to keep up on the dates for upcoming 
retreats and more!

You can’t help 
but grow
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The Bishop Manogue family is proud of 
its many distinguished graduates, but 
anytime one of our alumni make the 

decision to pursue a life in ministry, it is a 
special cause for celebration. 

For many years, Bishop Manogue graduate 
Father Chuck Durante, ‘77, Vicar General 
of the Diocese of Reno and Pastor of St. 
Teresa’s in Carson City, was thought to 
be the only Bishop Manogue graduate 
ordained to the Catholic priesthood. How-
ever, in August of this year, we discovered 
some exciting news: Paul Ouellette, ’86, 
now known as Father John Paul Ouellette, 
CFR, is the second ordained from Bishop 
Manogue.  Not only is Father John Paul a 
Catholic Franciscan priest, he is the head 
of the entire order: The Franciscan Friars of 
the Renewal.

But who is the man behind the habit who 
has given his life to service and why was his 
ordination previously unknown? 

Born in St. Mary’s Hospital on Labor Day in 
1968 to devout French-Canadian parents 
from large Catholic families, Father John 
Paul’s birth itself was something of a 
miracle.  His mother Irene suffered not only 
from polio as a child, but also three times 
from rheumatic fever, causing damage to 
her heart valves.  She was told by doctors 
that she could never conceive children.  
Later, in her mid-thirties, she was given 
the opportunity to undergo heart surgery 
to replace her heart valves—not with 
replacement valves from pigs as had been 

customary at the time, but with human 
heart valves.  After receiving an affirma-
tion, Irene underwent surgery and in the 
fourteenth year of their marriage, Father 
John Paul was born.

Mr. and Mrs. Ouellette were committed to 
a Catholic education for their two children, 
John Paul and younger brother Leo, even 
though it meant a struggle to provide it.   
John Paul graduated from Little Flower 
School, and then continued onto Bishop 
Manogue; as did Leo.

High school may have been the “toughest 
time of my life,” John Paul recalls. “I was 
quite shy.”  Fellow Bishop Manogue class-
mate, Rick Goebel, described John Paul as 
“quiet, a gentle spirit, very intelligent, and a 
heck of a nice guy.”

John Paul particularly remembers Ms. 
Lindstrom, a kind and able faculty instruc-
tor who he remembers as a Christian wit-
ness “who tried to live out her faith.”  

During his junior and senior high school 
years, John Paul worked Fridays and 
Saturdays at Circus Circus in the casino’s 
Midway, saving his earnings for spending 
later on the 28-day senior trip to Europe, 
a significant graduation present for young 
John Paul.

Upon graduation from Bishop Manogue, 
John Paul matriculated to the University of 
Nevada, Reno.  He returned to Circus Cir-
cus, working full time while also enrolled as 

a full-time student.  He became a manager, 
studied managerial science, and discov-
ered his administrative talents.

During college, John Paul became active 
at Our Lady of Wisdom, the University 
church and the Newman Center.  He began 
to grow tired of the casino experience and 
the business world. He recalls while he was 
making money, it was not making him hap-
py. While he enjoyed owning nice things, 
he began not associating with others who 
did not have such worldly goods.  Recalling 
this time in his life John Paul remarks, “I did 
not like myself.”

Looking for a change, he switched majors 
to education, focusing on special educa-
tion and elementary pedagogy.

College life also brought romance when he 
met a young woman at the Newman Cen-
ter.  A Las Vegas native and recent convert 
to Catholicism, she and John Paul quickly 
became enamored with one another and 
he proposed to her in Little Flower Church 
on the Feast of the Immaculate Concep-
tion—December 8, 1990.

John Paul now had a fiancée, purchased a 
home, had money in the bank, a promising 
future, and a 1983 Ford Mustang convert-
ible. Life couldn’t get be better. At least, so 
he thought—until he received a higher call. 

Just four months after the proposal, John 
Paul’s world turned upside down. His 
mother died in her sleep in April 1991. 

Answering  
to A HigHer CAll By Jim  Toner



Completely unexpected, aside from the 
sadness and shock, John Paul was thrust 
into considerable internal turmoil.

When saying his last goodbyes at St. Mary’s 
Hospital, he had a significant religious expe-
rience; while his mother was gone, he knew 
she was still alive. He sensed his mother 
could see him now in a way unlike anything 
previously.  He gained new appreciation 
for how his mother was a great gift God 
had bestowed on him, and he grew in the 
knowledge that he was known by God, and 
that God still loved him. This realization of 
God’s unending love led him to taking long 
walks, thinking and praying the rosary.  

Given the upheaval in his mind, coupled 
with his student-teaching career in full 
swing where he worked with a challeng-
ing group of special-needs students, his 
studies began to fail. Accustomed to being 
an over-achiever, this was a particularly 
devastating setback. 

Diving into his faith and challenged to grow 
in his knowledge and understanding of the 
Word of God by a group of evangelicals, 
Paul participated in a parish experience 
called “Renew.”  Realizing he was un-
prepared for marriage, and still working 
through the tumult from his mother’s 
passing, the wedding was called off. In 
retrospect, John Paul believes this was the 
best thing for them both.    

He was growing in his faith and in discus-
sions with Father Tom Donnelly, then 
pastor of Our Lady of Wisdom, Father Tom 
spoke to him of N.E.T., the National Evange-
lization Teams of young people, who travel 
together across the United States to share 
the Gospel.  John Paul applied to N.E.T. in 
St. Paul, Minnesota, and after being accept-
ed, served two years with N.E.T., going also 
to World Youth Day in Denver with Pope 
John Paul II.  Through N.E.T., his zeal for God 
deepened and became more intense.

After the rich N.E.T. experience, John Paul 
served a third year with St. Paul’s Out-
reach, evangelizing college students. While 
based in St. Paul, Minnesota, John Paul 
took classes at St. Thomas University, one 
course led by Dr. Donald Briel, who was 
coincidentally Chair of the Catholic Studies 
Department.  Dr. Briel was also a Bishop 
Manogue graduate.

Discerning a calling, John Paul’s Spiritual 
Director recognized John Paul’s “Fran-
ciscan Heart” and spoke to him of the 
Franciscan Friars of the Renewal, head-
quartered in the Bronx, New York.   The 
Bronx - with its poverty, crime, barbed wire 
and menacing pull-down metal doors on 
businesses - was a new experience for a 
young man from Reno, “but the love of 
God propelled me.”

And propelled him it did, leading first to his 
call as a Religious Brother working in East 
London and eventual ordination to  
 

the priesthood by Cardinal Timothy Dolan 
of New York in 2012.  Propelled further, he 
was elected General Servant, one who 
heads his religious order as a servant.

While their mission may seem unknown 
to some, the Franciscan Friars of the 
Renewal work with the poor and evange-
lize.  Although they do not run parishes 
or schools, they are specialists who aid 
parishes, conducting parish missions and 
working in Pro-Life activities while living 
an active life of prayer and contemplation.  
Since they live entirely on donations, they 
are mendicants and often must beg to 
support their work and Friaries in England, 
Ireland, Honduras, Nicaragua, New York, 
New Jersey, New Mexico and elsewhere. 
Father Benedict Groeschel was one of the 
original founders of the order and Mother 
Teresa was a friend to the Order, whom 
John Paul had the privilege of meeting 
prior to her passing.

While this humble-hearted servant has 
served God around the nation, we are 
proud to share his story here in Nevada 
and Bishop Manogue. In addition to Father 
John Paul, later in 2017 Joe Walsh ’09, will 
soon be ordained to the priesthood and 
Benjamin Gurries ’06, is currently studying 
for the priesthood in Spain.  As this great 
legacy of faith that impacts and touches 
the world continues to live on, we continue 
to thank God for these committed servants 
as well as pray for more priests, nuns and 
brothers in the years to come. 

FACING PAGE: 
Franciscan Friars at the Com-
munity General Chapter meeting 
at Holy Apostles Seminary.

THIS PAGE: 
Father John Paul lightheartedly 
smiles next to the cardboard 
pontiff, Pope John Paul II.

Father John Paul, General Servant 
(left) receives Brother Angelus as 
he makes his final vows.
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After years of being a friend, stand-out 
athlete and an embodiment of the 
school and community he loved so 

much, Bishop Manogue alumnus, Michael 
Yenick (’00), was fondly remembered on the 
one-year anniversary of his death with a 
candlelight vigil at Bishop Manogue’s Christ 
the Teacher Chapel on October 3, 2016. 

With Michael’s sudden passing on October 
2, 2015, his kind spirit was extinguished 
much too soon. Bishop Manogue was 
honored to host friends, family and alumni 
as they gathered to remember Michael, or 
“Bub” as he was lovingly nicknamed due to 
his notorious bear hugs or “Bub” hugs, to 
celebrate his life and comfort one another. 

After a service in Christ the Teacher 
Chapel, those in attendance lit candles 
and proceeded down to the football field, 
the very same place where Michael would 
light up the field with game-winning 
moves, to light up the field once more 
with candles in memory of a dear friend. 
Bishop Manogue’s Father Richard Kayizzi 
loving lead the group in prayer to com-
mence the vigil. 

During the service, the Yenick family also 
shared the news they would soon be 
launching a non-profit organization and 
website, BubHugs, dedicated to helping 
former athletes with a variety of symptoms 
often brought on through years of sports 
trauma, but rarely voiced by the athletes 
themselves. In addition, Bishop Manogue 
has worked with the family to develop a 
newly-formed scholarship honoring future 
students-athletes, the Michael “Bub” Yenick 
Memorial Scholarship. Scholarships and 
tuition assistance at Bishop Manogue are 
the backbone of creating opportunity for 
hard-working students in our community. 

In the 2015-16 school year, merit and 
need-based funds awarded to students at 
Bishop Manogue was nearly $200,000 in 
scholarships alone, many of which would 
be unable to attend without. The Michael 
“Bub” Yenick Memorial Scholarship seeks 
to award students who exceed academi-
cally as well as athletically, offering $1,000 
per school year to one qualifying current 
Bishop Manogue student. Donations 
for both the non-profit BubHugs, and 
the Bishop Manogue scholarship 
are being accepted in Michael’s 
memory. Any gift to either of 
these efforts will not only 
bring joy to the friends and 
family of Michael Yenick, but 
will inspire hope and leave a 
legacy allowing his life to touch 
others for years to come.  

For information on BubHugs 
please visit www.BubHugs.org; 
on the scholarship, please call 
(775) 336-6000.

Remembering a Friend,
CreAting  
A legACy



The light and legacy of Isabel Piczek floods through her 
stained-glass windows that beautifully accent Christ 
the Teacher Chapel at Bishop Manogue Catholic High 

School, and will continue to do so long after her passing on 
September 29, 2016. 

Born in Hungary in 1917, she lived a life as colorful as her cre-
ations she left behind. Her work with BMCHS started when she 
was just a teenager, and slowly all of the pieces came together 
to become one of the staples and focal points of our institution. 
Isabel and her sister created the original stained-glass windows 
for the first BMCHS campus in 1948 that have been moved 
to each location. They finished the collection with two more 
windows when we moved into our current home. Isabel was not 
only an internationally-recognized artist, but also a well-known 
physicist. Her work in both science and art was well-respected 
and quickly gained popularity and interest by many. Isabel and 
her sister moved to the United States in 1956, where they started 
the Construction Art Center in Los Angeles where they spent the 
next several decades diving into their creations. 

Through all of her trials and tribulations she experienced, her 
Catholic faith never wavered. The art she crafted was often for 
Catholic institutions: she painted a large mural in one of the 
Vatican buildings in Rome, a famous 1200-square-foot mural 
at Holy Cross Mausoleum in Culver City, and so much more 
around the world. 

In 1992, Isabel and her sister were honored by Pope John Paul 
II for their amazing artistic achievements and was made one of 
only 70 Knights and Dames around the world to have the honor of 
being admitted into the Pontifical Order of Saint Gregory with the 
title of Dame of Saint Gregory. 

Her breathtaking windows will continue to adorn the Chapel like 
a God-given kaleidoscope for many decades to come, and Bishop 
Manogue Catholic High School will be forever grateful for the truly 
amazing work she gifted to us.  
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Ray of Light
FAMILy & FrIends
James augustus barrett, September 16, 2016
James edward binns, November 17, 2016
lt. General Martin l. brandtner, January 3, 2017
norma lagomarsino, August 10, 2016
kathryn elaine lancaster, December 1, 2016
dr. louis P. llop, December 25, 2016
susan lemmon rutherford, January 11, 2017
tonya Jo sennini, November 4, 2016
catherine schopper, October 18, 2016
kathleen thomas, December 1, 2016

ALuMnI 
donald Patrick clark, ‘53, September 14, 2016
terrance allen (terry) ronan, ‘62, July 26, 2016
Joseph suder, ‘05, December 10, 2016
lexie Valverde, ‘04, August 1, 2016
Mary ann (Hewins) Wilkerson, ‘51, October 29, 2016

Miners in MeMoriaM

CreAting  
A legACy
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An intimate crowd of supporters and 
generous donors of Bishop Manogue 
gathered at the entrance of the foot-

ball field on October 7, 2016 to pray over, 
celebrate and bless the dedication of the 
newly-constructed Fieldhouse. This facility 
- a once dream for the Miner family, turned 
new reality - was officially welcomed as a 
new addition to the BMCHS campus. 

Planning for the facility has been a part 
of the long-term vision for the school 
since BMCHS opened its now-permanent 
campus on 110 Bishop Manogue Dr. in 
South Reno. Embedded in the original 
vision of the Master Facilities Plan, was 
the Fieldhouse. The newly-opened facility 
boasts an impressive locker room for 
players, complete with an area for coaches 
to debrief and view game footage, and 
just outside the facility now holds public 
men’s and women’s restrooms as well as a 

permanent snack bar, generously outfitted 
by Czyz’s appliances. “The final facility has 
exceeded our expectations,” says then-
head football coach, Thomas Peregrin. 
“Having a dedicated space for our players 
has instilled a sense of pride, ownership 
and continued motivation. Our coaches 
and parents were also tremendous in part-
nering with us to put forth the time and 
effort to finalize all of the details.” 

But it wasn’t just the players who benefit-
ted.  “We could never host a major state 
event here because of our porta-potties,” 
remarks Athletic Director, Andy Hughes. 
“Now that we have adequate restroom 
facilities we are able to not only better 
engage in state-wide events but provide 
the needed amenities for spectators and 
visitors during practices and games.” 

The athletics teams, staff coaches, and fre-
quent spectators alike are pleased to see 

the porta-potties gone and a permanent 
‘home’ for the many players that will make 
use of this facility.

With 5 Academic State Titles in the last 7 
years, there is no doubt in the minds and 
hearts of parents and supporters alike 
that these hard-working student-athletes 
deserved the best. “We know how hard 
they work academically, taking challeng-
ing courses while balancing athletics and 
striving for their best; they leave us all in 
awe,” says key supporter, Chris Benna. “We 
wanted to give them a place that left them 
in awe, and when they walked in and saw 
the completed facility for the first time, 
they were speechless.” 

Kurt Neddenriep CIMA®

Senior Portfolio Manager
Senior Vice President
Wealth Advisor
5390 Kietzke Lane Suite 200
Reno, NV 89511
888-434-3079
kurt.neddenriep@ms.com

© 2014 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC.
CRC89754106/14

TOP LEFT: Rick Reviglio and Chris Benna unveil  
the Fieldhouse plaque.

TOP RIGHT: An inside peek into the new facility.

FieldHouse dediCAtion
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Graduate to a better
real estate partner.

Bishop Manogue Catholic High School is an important part of northern Nevada’s rich 
history. At Sierra Nevada Properties, we like to think we are, too. With 37 years of serving 
our community, we’ve helped thousands of families discover their dream home. With over 
75 agents, 3 regional offices and a promise to treat our customers with professionalism 
and respect, our goal is simple… to help you reach yours.

Darrell Plummer
Broker/Owner
4th Generation Nevadan
Proud BMCHS Parent

FREE*moving 
truck when you 
buy or sell with us.
*Restrictions Apply

Our Preferred Partners

NMLS ID-875082

6990 South McCarran Blvd.  |  Reno
110 Country Club Dr.  |  Incline Village

150 E. Main St.  |  Fernley

RESIDENTIAL  |  COMMERCIAL  |  PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

MOVE FORWARD WITH CONFIDENCESM   |  SNPHomes.com  |

25% of residential/commercial sale or purchase 
commission earned from this ad will be donated 
to Bishop Manogue Catholic High School’s Tuition 
Assistance Fund or given back to client so they can 
apply toward their own child’s tuition. 

For more information, contact Darrell Plummer 
at 775-823-3307 or Darrell@SNPHomes.com.
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Proud to Support Bishop Manogue Catholic High School!
Wishing you all success and happiness in 2017!  

Go Miners!

Your #1 Go to Team for Luxury in Reno

Dené Atcheson
Guild Mortgage Senior Loan Officer

datcheson@guildmortgage.net
NMLS# 420520

Mobile: 775.240.5857
Office: 775.682.3832

601 Arlington Ave.
Reno, NV 89501

Jay Kenny
Real Estate Salesperson

Oliver Luxury Real Estate  

OliverLux.com
Mobile : 775.848.6549
Office: 775. 236.1500 

Jay@OliverLux.com
65 Foothill Road, Suite 2

Reno 89511

NMLS ID 3274 | NV Broker #1141 | Banker #1076
Guild Mortgage Company is not affiliated with Oliver Realty

Proud to Serve Reno as a new Oliver 
Christie Agent and handle all your Luxury 

Homes Real Estate Needs! Visit our new 
office at South Creek Center




